
12 days / 11 nights (BCN-GRX) RECOMMENDED DURATION

NAME//REFERENCE

HIGHLIGHTS

ACCOMMODATION

SUGGESTED HOTELS

REMARKS

SPANISH JEWISH HERITAGE TOUR//TOUR-SPJEWHERITAGE11N

- Ancient Jewish quarters in Barcelona (call), Girona, Toledo, Hervás, Seville & Cordoba.
- The most important remaining synagogues in Spain: Santa María la Blanca & El Tránsito 
   in Toledo as well as Cordoba one.
- Museum of Jewish Community in Madrid
- Kosher Dinner
- Jewish Necropolis in Lucena
- The Palace of the Forgotten in Granada
- The Great Mosque in Cordoba & The Alhambra in Granada
- Sephardic music concert

3n Barcelona + 2n Madrid + 1n Toledo + 1n Merida + 1n Seville + 1n Cordoba + 2n Granada
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C/ Tórtola, nº 20, 3ºG, 18014 Granada, Spain 

Roundtrips & Special Interest Tours

Barcelona: Eurostars Ramblas Boquería 3* / Silken Ramblas 4*
Madrid: NH Madrid Zurbano 3* / NH Suites Prisma 4*
Toledo: Sercotel Pintor el Greco 4* / Eurostars Toledo 4*
Merida: Tryp Merida Medea 4* / Velada Merida 4*
Sevilla: Casas de la Judería 4* / Petit Palace Santa Cruz 4*
Cordoba: Eurostars Maimonides 3* / Casas de la Judería 4*
Granada: Hesperia Granada 4* / NH Victoria 4*

This tour is aimed not only to Jewish travelers but also to every single person that wants to 
discover this fabulous and decisive period for Spanish, European and World History

“Plaza Redonda”, Valencia

Sta. Mª la Blanca, Toledo

Sephardic Music Concert
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Jewish History in the Iberic Peninsule is thought to have started in Roman times (II a.C.). In the 

middle Ages, Spain became the centre of Jewish World in Europe, mainly under Muslim rule, 
when Jewish Communities thrived and shined in many fields such as Agriculture, Diplomacy, 
Arts, Philosophy, Trade, Astronomy, Medicine, Botany or Geography. They represented about 
the 10 percent of the total population and held the majority of highest public offices. However, 
as soon as Christians were re-conquering Spain, a sudden threat spread over Jewish 
community, which became a victim of religious intolerance. They were obliged to live in closed 
Jewries and were banned to practice many professions. All this reached and concluded with 
the Edict of Expulsion in 1492, in which Jewish had to convert to Christianity or leave the 
Kingdom. Spanish Jewish escaped to many different places in the world and established 
“Sephardic” communities in Palestine, Greece, Amsterdam, the Caribbean and the Americas. 
There was no Jewish life in Spain during the following 400 years up to the late XIX Century, 
when a new interest about Judaism and Sephardic culture started to increase, and many of 
them began to return from several points in Europe. Nowadays there is a progeny from these 
expelled who can speak Judaic-Spanish (“ladino”), and about 40.000 of them live in Spain, 
mainly in Madrid and Barcelona

Centre Bonastruc, Gerona Didactic centre , Segovia

Synagogue, Cordoba

Hervás, Cáceres

Poble Espanyol, Barcelona Gothic Quarter, Barcelona
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DAY 1, Arrival, Barcelona
Arrival to Barcelona airport and meeting with our local 
tourleader and bus. Transfer to hotel (trip orientation). 
Free time in order to discover a first approximation to 
this wonderful city, for example, with a walking tour 
along the Ramblas promenade up to Maremagnum 
Port. (Optional: Modernist Barcelona guided tour: 
Sagrada Familia, Parc Güell and Casa Batllò). 
Dinner and overnight.

DAY 2, Barcelona
Breakfast at hotel.
Full Day Tour of Jewish Roots in Barcelona: Jewish 
neighborhood (call in Catalan), where our local guide 
will introduce us into Jewish History and current 
community in Barcelona. We will visit the Call Jeue 
Interpretation Centre, with remains such as daily use 
objects and tombstones with Hebrew inscriptions, 
found during archeological excavations. Our tour 
continues with the oldest synagogue in Spain: The 
Major Synagogue, which was discovered and restored 
under the basement of a building from XVII Century. It 
is the only preserved among the 5 medieval ones that 
are thought to have existed in Barcelona. After this 
deep contact with the centre of the city, we will transfer 
to  Hill, one of the universal symbols of Monjuïc
Barcelona. Its name reminds us the Jewish memory, 
present in this city life during, at least, 6 centuries. 
Besides its tombs (175 were discovered in 1945), Jewish 
set their houses and farmlands on this “Mons 
Judaicus”. In Montjuïc, we can also find “Poble 
Espanyol”, an open air architectonical museum with a 
great representation of Spanish constructions. After 
lunch you will enjoy a guided tour along the streets of 
Poble Espanyol. Return to hotel, dinner and overnight.

DAY 3, Figueres & Girona
Breakfast at hotel. 
Departure to  (1h45m), birthplace of the world Figueres
known surrealist painter Salvador Dalí. At the thought 
of Dalí, many people envision the artist's famously 
eccentric face. According to a rising crop of scholars, 
however, there is more to Dalí than his outlandish 
personality and surrealism. These people wonder  
about the post-World War II Dalí — Dalí who wrote a 
manifesto on “nuclear mysticism”; Dalí the Catholic,

the optical illusionist and, perhaps most surprisingly, 
the creator of Jewish art. Our tour will start with a 
guided visit of ,  where famous Dali Museum
masterpieces as “El Carro Naval”,  “El Torero 
Alucinógeno” or “La sala del Tesoro” are exposed. Free 
Lunch. Continuation to  (45m aprox). This town Girona
has managed to perfectly retrieve and display its 
medieval heritage, closely linked to one of the most 
important Jewish Communities of Aragon Crown. We 
will visit and learn from its Call – Jewish quarter – the 
Centre of Bonastruc Ça Porta Judaic Studies, as well 
as the ,  where Museum of Medieval Jewish
Najmánides (Catalan Rabbi) founded the Kabbalistic 
school of Gerona. 
Return to Barcelona (1h30m aprox), dinner and 
overnight.

DAY 4, Barcelona – Madrid
Breakfast at hotel and departure to Madrid.
Two options can be considered at this point: High 
Speed Train trip, which lasts around 3h00m OR 
transfer by coach, which would represent 6h00m 
driving aprox plus 1 or 2 stops on the way).
Arrival to Madrid and free lunch. In the afternoon, our 
first stop in Madrid will take place in Parque Juan 
Carlos I, where the Memorial Monument in honor of 

Synagogue, Barcelona
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the Victims of the Holocaust is placed. It is also 
located next to the  (symbol Three Cultures' Garden
of the coexistence of the Hebraic, Christian and 
Muslim civilizations in Spain). We will continue our 
tour with the Museum of Jewish Community History 
in Madrid ,  which invites us to discover the 
contemporary history of Jewish Life in Madrid and 
allows us to understand and recover its memory 
thanks their return after 400 years of absence, all the 
difficulties during the XX Century and the last growth, 
especially during the nineties. We will also enjoy a 
special  during this evening. Kosher Dinner
Overnight in Madrid.

DAY 5, Segovia 
Breakfast at hotel. Departure to the northern  Segovia
(1h15m aprox), whose old Jewish quarter is one of 
thebest preserved in the city, birth or residential place 
for many Jewish erudite. Ironically, two of the most 
highlighted of them during the XV Century, played a 
decisive role in Spanish and Universal history: 
Abraham Senior, the queen counselor, was a key 
organizer for Castile and Aragon unification as he 
participated in Isabella & Ferdinand (The Catholic 
Monarchs) wedding; the second one, Itshak 
Abarvanel,  was a Treasury Minister and an 
economical counselor for the Kingdom. Apart from 
the impressive 2000 years old Roman  with Aqueduct
166 archs, we can find the  in Segovia, where Alcazar
Isabella & Ferdinand met, and also where Christopher 
Columbus (possibly descendent from “conversos”, 
Jewish who converted to Christians) visited the 
queen in order to ask for some support in his ventures.
We will start our tour visiting the Ancient Major 
Synagogue, the current Corpus Christi Church. We 
will continue with a walking tour along the narrow 
streets of the Jewish quarter where we can also visit 
the interior of 2 of the best preserved and original 
Jewish houses from XV century: The Didactic Centre 
of Jewish quarter (Abraham Senior house) and Hotel 
Casa Mudéjar – El Fogón Sefardí (a “Mudejar” Palace 
built by the remarkable Sefardi, Rabi Mayr Melamed 
in XV century). Our last stop in Segovia will be the 
important archeological 

excavation of the , located Ancient Hebraic Cemetery
extramural. Free lunch and return to Madrid. Free time 
for self sightseeing in the Capital of Spain, dinner and 
overnight.

DAY 6, Madrid – Toledo
Breakfast at hotel. Departure to  (1h00m aprox), Toledo
known as the “Spanish Jerusalem” thanks to the 
Jewish Toledo size and splendor, as its community 
was the greatest in Spain's Christian times. Jewish 
probably set in Toledo between IV and VI centuries. 
However, their presence was still insignificant up to XII-
XIV centuries, when they  became one of the biggest 
communities in the Iberian Peninsule, being the third 
part of the total population in the town. Toledo was the 
host of the world known School of Translators, getting 
to social become the great European center of 
cultural,  and political activity during XII and XIII 
centuries. Translations from Greek, Hebrew and Arab 
into Latin enabled the rest of Europe know and 
discover the cultural and scientific development and 
progress that Jewish and Muslims had acquired. It also 
let education from classic Greeks be re-discovered. 
Our arrival to Toledo will let us admire the stunning 
view of the city from the other side of River Tagus, 
being able to identify the different quarters, the 
Cathedral and “Alcazar” that were perfectly painted by 
the world known “El Greco”. Once in old town, our 
guide will take us to the two remaining old 
Synagogues in Toledo: Santa María La Blanca & El 
Tránsito. The first one (Sta. Mª La Blanca or Yosef Ben 
Shoshan Synagogue) was built in “Mudejar” style 
(unknown date) .  El Tránsito (Samuel HaLeví 
Sinagogue), was built in XIV century in “Gotic-Mudéjar” 
style by Samuel Ha-Leví, treasurer in King Fred I, “the 
Cruel” times. Today, this synagogue houses the 
Sefardi Museum. We will also visit El , Greco Museum
located in Ha-Levi's house, and where El Greco lived 
two centuries later. Free lunch and time for self 
sightseeing. Dinner at hotel and overnight.
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We will start by , which was Saint George's Castle
used as a prison by the Inquisition and there were 26 
secret cells in it which the Holy office itself 
characterized as “dens of horror, stench and solitude”. 
Today it houses a modern interactive museum 
celebrating cultural diversity and tolerance. 
Afterwards, we will visit , Santa Cruz neighborhood
the ancient Jewish Quarter, where our guide will let us 
know about Jewish life between 1248 (when the city 
was conquered by the Christians) and 1492 (Edict of 
Expulsion). We will end our tour in Seville by the 
Alcazar, where Columbus showed the Catholic 
Monarchs his plans to reach the Indies westwards. 
Dinner and overnight.

DAY 9, Seville – Cordoba
Breakfast at hotel. Departure to  (1h45m Cordoba
aprox). Conquered in 711 by the Moors, Cordoba was  
one of the most advanced cities in the world by the X 
century. It was definitively a great cultural, political 
and economic center. Under the religious tolerance 
of the Caliphate, it had also become the world seat of 
Jewish learning and culture, even substituting the 
Babylonian School by itself. Jews excelled in fields 
such as medicine, science and philosophy for three 
hundred years. We will start our tour by the 
magnificent Mosque, once the second largest in the 
Muslim world. The buildings on this site are as 
complex as the extraordinarily rich history they 
illustrate. Historians believe that there had first been a 
temple to the Roman god, Janus, on this site. The 
temple was converted into a church by invading 
Visigoths who seized Cordoba in 572. Next, the church 
was converted into a mosque and then completely 
rebu i l t  by the  descendants  of  the  ex i led 
Umayyads—the first Islamic dynasty who had 
originally ruled from their capital Damascus (in 
present-day Syria) from 661 until 750. 
We will continue our tour along the Jewish Quarter 
(La Judería), a fascinating network of narrow lanes 
with a typical Andalusian flavor. Hasfai Ibn Shaprut, a
Jewish doctor, diplomat and scholar served under the 
Moorish rulers and attracted intellectuals to the  

DAY 7, Toledo – Hervás – Mérida
Breakfast at hotel. Departure westwards to  Hervás
(2h30m aprox), where there was an old expression that 
stated “Hervás, Judíos los más” referring to the fact 
that the community was spread in a way that it 
seemed it was the most. A small community was 
established in XIII century, depending on the near 
village of Béjar's “aljama” (Jewish neighborhood and 
institutions). They mainly worked in textile industry. 
Once they grew, they managed to have their own 
butchery, bakery and winepress for elaborating 
Kosher wine. Nowadays, the current inhabitants are 
very proud of their Jewish roots, which are perfectly 
shown on their very good conserved Jewish Quarter 
and Jewish symbols elaborating Kosher wine. 
Nowadays, the current inhabitants are very proud of 
their Jewish roots, which are perfectly shown on their 
very good conserved Jewish Quarter  and Jewish 
symbols along all its streets. Every year, the village 
pays tribute to its past during “The Conversos” festival. 
We will enjoy a guided tour of the town, free lunch and 
time. Continuation south to  (2h00m aprox), Mérida
dinner and overnight.

DAY 8, Mérida – Seville
Breakfast at hotel and guided tour of the city. Merida 
(UNESCO World Heritage), was founded by the 
Romans in 25 B.C.E., becoming the capital of the 
province of Lusitania and once of the most important 
cities in the Empire. It is best known for its Roman ruins, 
however, it is also the northernmost place where Jews 
settled during roman times, after the destruction of 
the Second Temple in Jerusalem (70 C.E.). This city 
was home to one of the first Jewish communities in 
Sefarad. We will also see the , Roman amphitheatre
which is the best-preserved one in Europe and the 
venue of an important annual classical theatre festival. 
Free Lunch and continuation to Seville (2h00m aprox). 
Jewish history in  goes back to Visigoths times Seville
(6th century). Until the 8th century, Sevilla prospered 
and the Jews worked in commerce, medicine and 
dyeing industry. The city was also the most important 
of the three tribunals of the Inquisition un Andalusia. 
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For lunch we will have the opportunity of enjoy a 
Sephardí lunch in a specialized local restaurant which 
offers an interesting menu according to our itinerary. 
Continuation eastwards to Granada (1h45m aprox). 
Short walking tour on the Albaycin Quarter (the 
ancient Moorish neighborhood, UNESCO World 
Heritage), with amazing views to the Monumental 
complex of . Dinner La Alhambra & Generalife Gardens
and overnight. 

DAY 11, Granada
Breakfast at hotel. “See Granada, then die”, the Arabs 
used to say. The Alhambra Palaces and Generalife 
Gardens, Moorish Palace built in the 13th – 14th 
century was and is a key in World History due to 
several events. Among the most important, Granada 
was the last Moorish kingdom (Nasrid Dinasty) to be 
conquered by the Catholic Monarchs, also the place 
where they wrote the “Edict of Expulsion” aimed to 
Jews in Spain in 1492.  Morning guided tour with expert 
local guide of this UNESCO World Heritage site, 
inspiration for many songs and stories. Alhambra's 
Islamic palaces, as we know them today, were built for 
the last Muslim emirs in Spain and the court of the 
Nasrid dynasty. After the conquest of Granada by the 
Reyes Católicos (”Catholic Monarchs”) in 1942, some 
portions were 

court. His family's subsequent wealth and power were 
major factors in the wealthy and vibrant Jewish 
community of Cordoba at that time. Maimonides, the 
most famous Jewish philosopher and author of the 
Mishneh Torah, was born in Cordoba in 1125. A statue to 
his honor stands in Tiberiadus Square in the Juderia. In 
1315 Simon Majeb built the  which still Synagogue
stands today. It is one of the three significant 
synagogues remaining in Spain (two in Toledo + 
Cordoba's one) and is largely unaltered (its Mudejar 
reliefs were covered and it was used as a rabies 
hospital, seat of the shoe-makers' guild and finally a 
19th-century primary school). The buildings around it 
were probably used as public baths and a Talmudic 
school. Free lunch and time for free sightseeing. 
Dinner and overnight. 

DAY 10, Cordoba – Lucena - Granada
Breakfast at hotel. Departure southwards to  Lucena
(1h00m aprox), famous as “the entirely Jewish city 
during the period of Muslims. It housed the greatest 
and best known “Yeshivá” (Center of Jewish Studies) in 
the Muslim Spain, it attended Jewish Law and 
Traditions and stimulated mutual relationships among 
the biggest and most important Jewish communities 
in old times. A degustation of Sephardic sweets will be 
waiting for us on our arrival, afterwards we will start the 
visit by , build over the wall of ELI Castillo del Moral
OSSANA (LUCENA), a city exclusively inhabited by 
Jews inside the walls. We will continue towards the 
Yeshivá, the prestigious center, previously mentioned, 
where Maimónides studied for a while. Afterwards we 
will explore the former , nowadays San city synagogue
Mateo Church and we will finally tour the ancient 
Jewish Necropolis, recently discovered, it is the 
largest Jewish cemetery ever excavated in Spain and it 
contains 346 catalogued graves, the remains pointed 
to a late medieval period between the years 1000 and 
1050 which coincided with the time of the heyday of 
Jewish presence in Lucena. One of the oldest 
gravestones uncovered at the cemetery featured. 
Hebrew lettering and was dated to somewhere 
between the 8th and 9th centuries A.D. 

Palace of the Forgotten, Granada
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used by Christinas rulers. The Palace of Charles V, 
built by Charles V, Holy Roman Emperor in 1527, was 
interested in the Alhambra within the Nasrid 
fortifications. Free Lunch, in the afternoon, we will 
continue visiting , the old the quarter of “El Realejo”
Jewish neighborhood, whose main entrance is 
presided by a statue of Yehuda Ben Saúl Ibn 
Tibonque, Jewish erudite and saint patron of 
translators. Garnata Al-Yahud history (”Jewish 
Granada”, as Muslim used to call this Sefard area), 
keeps an intense relationship with Hebraic culture.  
We will finish our tour with the recently “Palace of the 
Forgotten”, a family project which pretends to cover 
the historical and cultural void about the presence of 
the Jewish in the city. There are almost no remains 
from them in the city; however, they were a very 
important and influential community with a lot of 
important poets, philosophers, scientists and 
politicians. After the Edict of Expulsion from 1942, it 
started a relentless recession of this culture that, whit 
the Muslim and the Christian, is part of the history of 
the city, but that today seems to have become 
forgotten. A great part of the Sephardic culture will 
endure in the music. From Spain to all around the 
wordl it will adapt and it will mix with lots of differents 
kinds of music and instruments depending on the 
region. We can find songs with the same lyrics in Syria 
or in South America. At the end of the day, we will 
recover some of the old songs and lyrics in the 
central yard of this palace, in the highest tower with 
beautiful views to the Alhambra by a Sephardic 
music concert. Dinner and overnight.

DAY 12. Departure
Breakfast at hotel. At the scheduled timing, transfer 
to Granada or Malaga airport and end of our services.

Great Mosque, Cordoba

Roman Theatre, Merida

Alhambra, Granada
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