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Royal Chapel, GranadaReconquest of Granada

A wedding of 1469 proves of profound significance in the history of Spain. 

Isabella, aged eighteen, marries Ferdinand, a year younger than herself. Five 
years later, in 1474, she inherits the throne of Castile. Her husband argues that the 
crown should be his, but the nobles of Castile support Isabella. It is agreed that the 
young couple shall rule jointly. After another five years, in 1479, Ferdinand inherits 
the throne of Aragon. At first he keeps it to himself, but the habit of partnership has 
become engrained. In 1481 he shares this crown too with Isabella. Castile and 
Aragon remain for the moment separate kingdoms, with their own laws and 
governments. But the shared rule of the Catholic Monarchs means that most of 
Spain is now finally reunited (except  Navarre). Only the Moorish kingdom of 
Granada stands in the way - together with what is perceived to be an internal 
threat to the purity of the Christian religion. The “Catholic Monarchs” is the name 
given to Isabella & Ferdinand in 1498 by Pope Alexander VI after the recognition of 
their re-conquest of Granada from the Moors (1481-1492), their New World 
discoveries (1492), and their strengthening of the church by such agencies, using 
the Spanish Inquisition and measures as compelling the Jews to convert to 
Christianity of face exile (1492). These monarchs laid the foundations that can be 
seen today as the beginning of Spain as a nation-state.

http://www.historyworld.net/wrldhis/PlainTextHistories.asp?gtrack=pthc&ParagraphID=ecm


11 days / 10 nights (MAD-GRX/AGP) RECOMMENDED DURATION

NAME//REFERENCE

HIGHLIGHTS

ACCOMMODATION

SUGGESTED HOTELS

REMARKS

CATHOLIC SPAIN, ISABELLA & FERDINAND TOUR//TOUR-CATHISAFER10N

- Palacio de los Vivero & Church of San Miguel in Valladolid; 
- Royal Palace of the Catholic Monarchs (Testament Palace) in Medina del Campo; 
- San Juan de los Reyes Monastery in Toledo; 
- General Archive of Indies Seville; 
- The Caravels Dock in Huelva; 
- Mondragon Palace in Ronda; 
- Alhambra Palace & Gardens in Granada
- The Royal Chapel and Catholic Monarch's Tombs. 

1n Madrid + 2n Valladolid + 1n Avila + 1n Toledo + 2n Seville + 1n Malaga + 1n Santa Fe + 
1n Granada
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Roundtrips & Special Interest Tours

Valladolid: Sercotel Felipe IV 4* / Vincci Frontaura 4*
Ávila: Palacio de los Velada 4* / Palacio Valderrabanos 4*
Toledo: Sercotel San Juan de los Reyes 4* / Pintor el Greco 4*
Sevilla: Petit Palace Santa Cruz 4* / Vincci La Rabida 4*
Malaga: Salles Malaga Centro 4* / Vincci Posada del Patio 4*
Santa Fe: Capitulaciones 3* / Casa del Trigo 4* 
Granada: Macià Gran Vía 3* / NH Victoria 4* / Palacio de Santa Paula 5*

This tour is aimed not only to Catholic travelers but also to every single person that wants 
to discover this fabulous and decisive period for Spanish, European and World History.

“Plaza Redonda”, Valencia

Los Vivero Palace, Valladolid

San Juan de los Reyes Monastery
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Itinerary

Roundtrips & Special Interest Tours

DAY 1, Arrival, Madrid
Arrival to Madrid airport and meeting with our local 
tourleader and bus. Transfer to hotel (trip orientation). 
Dinner and overnight.

DAY 2, Madrid - Valladolid
Breakfast at hotel. Our day will start with a transfer to 
Valladolid (2h15m aprox). 
Valladolid is the place which on 19th October 1469 
housed the start of this story: Isabella & Ferdinand 
wedding in Palacio de los Vivero, despite the 
inexistence of an authorization from the Pope, as 
they were cousins. Many of the greatest figures of 
Spain's Golden Age, apart from Ferdinand and 
Isabella (Columbus, Cervantes, Torquemada, Felipe 
II) lived in Valladolid at various times, and for five 
years at the turn of the seventeenth century it vied 
with Madrid as the royal capital  .
We will enjoy a first guided tour of the city, including 
Palacio de los Vivero, Plaza Mayor (the first one in 
Spain), Colegiata Santa María la Mayor, Palacio de 
Santa Cruz and, finally, Columbus House-Museum 
(Christopher Columbus was directly connected with 
our two protagonists, we will come across his figure 
several times during our roundtrip). Free lunch and time 
at leisure. Dinner at hotel and overnight.

DAY 3, Valladolid – Toro - Tordesillas – Medina del 
Campo - Valladolid
Breakfast at hotel. Departure to the village of Toro 
(Zamora), 45 min aprox. 
On this long day tour, we will start by a panoramic tour 
of Toro, Zamora.
Toro represents an historic military stronghold and 
played a role of vital significance in both Spanish and 
Portuguese history. The Battle of Toro (1476) ended 
Portugal's interest in Spain affairs and laid the basis 
for the unification of Spain. On the death of Enrique IV 
(Isabella's brother) in 1474, the Castilian throne was 
disputed: almost certainly his daughter Juana “La 
Beltraneja” was the rightful heiress, but rumors of 
illegitimacy were stirred up and Enrique's sister, 
Isabella, seized the throne. Alfonso V of Portugal saw 
his opportunity and supported Juana. At Toro, the 
armies clashed in 1476 and the Catholic Monarchs 
defeated their rivals to embark upon one of the most 
glorious periods in Spanish history. 

We will continue to Tordesillas (30m aprox). 
Tordesillas, June 7, 1494, Castile and Potugal signed 
a treaty in Tordesillas. This treaty divided the Atlantic 
Ocean by means of “line” drawn from pole to pole, 
370 leagues to the west side of Cape Verde Islands, 
so that the eastern hemisphere was for the 
Portuguese Crown and the western hemisphere for 
Castilian Crown. The Catholic Monarchs and Juan II 
of Portugal agree about what conquests they could 
carry out in the world that had just been discovered. 
We will visit the Museum of the Treaty of Tordesillas, 
situated at the Treaty House, one of the noblest 
buildings existing in this village during the XV Century. 
The museum tries to reveal those historical, 
geographic, political and social aspects proper of that 
moment of time. The pieces chosen for the exhibit help 
to understand the historical relevance of the 
Tordesillas Treaty. First we will go for an imaginary walk 
through primitive cartographic knowledge "The world 
before the Treaty", afterwards, it can be contemplated 
Cristobal Colón idea of the world and his idea of finding 
a westward passage to the Orient and which ended in 
the discovery of a “new world” instead. Free lunch and 
continuation to Medina del Campo, Valladolid (30m 
aprox). 
Medina del Campo was present during many periods 
in Isabella's life. Curiously, she spent her initial times 
when she was a child and early woman in this place, 
and, returned in order to also spend her last days 
until her death, in 1504. We will visit the Castle of La 
Mota & the Royal Palace of the Catholic Monarchs 
(Testament Palace), the place where Queen Isabella 
wrote her last will and testament. 
Return to Valladolid, dinner and overnight.

Alhambra, Granada Caravels Dock, Huelva
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DAY 4, Valladolid – Segovia - Ávila
Breakfast at hotel. Departure to southeastern town of 
Segovia (1h15m aprox). 
Segovia, 1474, Isabel of Castile was proclaimed 
Queen of Castile, once King Enrique died in the city of 
Madrid. She proudly made the path between the 
Alcazar of Segovia to the church of San Miguel 
carrying the banner of Castille. We will enjoy a route 
that leads to the most representative in the lives of 
young Isabel places, from the Aqueduct to the 
Alcazar. The most emblematic monument of the city 
introduces us to the past of the city, the Queen and 
the most significant characters in this story. 
The route continues along Calle San Juan to reach the 
Casa de las Cadenas, House of Cabrera – Bobadilla 
family, a marriage intimately related to Isabel thanks to 
the great friendship between them. We will continue to 
the Plaza de la Reina Doña Juana and Torre de Arias 
Davila, important family by his relationship with King 
Juan II and his son Henry IV (Isabella's father and 
brother). The interior of the Alcazar, the former palace 
of Henry IV, will be the next stop, where we will be able 
to see the king's court, brother of Isabel. In the Abraham 
Senior house, we will also be introduced in the 
important role played by the Jewish community. The 
visit continues in the Church of San Miguel, where it 
took place one of the most important moments in the 
life of Isabella, she was proclaimed Queen of Castile. 
Free Lunch and continuation to Avila (1h aprox). We will 
enjoy a guided tour of Avila, including: Monasterio de 
Santa Ana, Real Monasterio de Santo Tomás and Plaza 
del Mercado Grande. 
Avila is also present in her life: Isabella was born in 
Madrigal de las Altas Torres (Ávila); when her brother 
Enrique IV became the king, Isabella, her little 
brother Alfonso and her mother Isabella were sent to 
Arevalo (Avila), where she spent the majority of her 
childhood. Also in this region, in El Tiemblo (Ávila), 
she was proclaimed Princess of Asturias in Los Toros 
de Guisando treatment, when Enrique could have the 
right of deciding about the future husband of her 
sister too. 
Dinner and Overnight.

DAY 5, Avila – Toledo.
Breakfast at hotel. Departure to the southern Toledo 
(1h50m aprox). 
Toledo is famous by the world known painter El 
Greco and writer Cervantes; also by being called 
“the city of the three cultures” thanks to the 
peaceful coexistence of Christians, Muslims and 
Jews. 
We will do a panoramic introductory tour of this original 
city located on a hill and surrounded by River Tagus, 
declared World Heritage itself as a Monument-City. 
We will continue with the highlighted San Juan de los 
Reyes Monastery, initially built to hold the “dynastic 
mausoleum” of Queen Isabel, and dedicated to Saint 
John the Evangelist, of whom the queen was a devout 
admirer. All decoration is repetitive and intended to 
underline the magnificence of the monarchs. Isabel is 
symbolized by sheaves of arrows that represent the 
union of forces and by the letter “Y” of her name, in 
the spelling of the time “Ysabel” & Fernando is 
symbolized by the letter “F” and by a yoke with the 
motto "tanto monta" (it is all the same), which 
alludes to the myth of the Gordian knot, cut by 
Alexander the Great  when faced with the 
impossibility of untying it. It is a justification for the 
means used to obtain the desired ends. Here it 
indicates the primacy of the reason of the State 
above other considerations, as considered by 
Machiavelli. It is no accident that the symbols of 
each of the consorts begin with the initial of the 
name of the other. 
The chains hanging on the exterior walls of the church 
are especially noteworthy. They refer to the prisoners 
freed during the long Granada campaign and were 
hung in 1494, as a votive offering and a symbol of the 
triumph of Christian faith. They complete the planned 
decoration of the building well. In the end, the 
monarchs changed their opinion after the conquest of 
Granada and their final resting place is in the new 
cathedral of that city. Continuation of the visit with 
Toledo's Cathedral, one of the three 13th-century High 
Gothic cathedrals in Spain and is cosidereded, in the 
opinion of some authorities, to be the magnum opus of 
the Gothic style in Spain. It construction begun in 1226 
under the rule of Ferdinand III and the last Gothic 
constributions were made in the 15th century when, 
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in 1943, the vaults of the central nave were finished 
during the time of the Catholic Monarchs. It combines 
some characteristics of the Mudéjar style, mainly in the 
cloister, and with the presence of multifoiled arches in 
the triforium. The spectacular incorporation of light and 
the structural achievements of the ambulatory vaults 
are some of its more remarkable aspects. It is built with 
white limestone from the quarriers of Olihuelas, near 
Toledo. Free lunch & time for self sightseeing of this 
amazong city.: Santa Mª la Blanca Synagogue. El 
Tránsito Synagogue, Santo Tom-e (and El Greco 
masterpiece “El entierro dl Conde Orgaz”).
Dinner and overnight.

DAY 6, Toledo – Cordoba - Seville
Breakfast at hotel. Early departure to Cordoba (3h15m 
aprox). 
Córdoba, famous by having achieved the position of 
the centre of Europe in Caliphate times, mainly in 
10th Century regarding Politics, Science, Culture in 
general and development. Moreover, our Catholic 
Monarchs, Christopher Columbus and the Great 
Capitan also had direct connection with this city. The 
world famous navigator, Christopher Columbus, 
born in 1451, spent part of his life in Cordoba, under 
the patronage of the Christian Monarchs. In the 
1480s, he was officially received by the king and 
queen in the Castle of the Christian Monarchs of 
Cordoba, where they had established their court in 
the years leading up to the conquest of Granada. 
When Columbus unveiled his plan, the king 
appeared cold and uninterested, his mind taken up 
more by the war against the Nazaris (the Arabs from 
Granada) than any other affairs. The queen, however, 
showed considerably more interest in the project, 
and took the decision to submit Columbus' plans to a 
committee of experts just as had happened in 
Portugal. Between 1487 and 1488, while he was 
waiting in Cordoba for the monarchs' decision, 
Columbus met Beatriz Enríquez de Arana, a 
Cordoban girl from a humble family, who bore him a 
child on 15th August 1488 - his son Hernando, 
historian and future biographer. Columbus never 
married the young Cordoban girl, but he did mention 
He also fought against the French invaders near two 
years and finally, once

he won against the French army,  he was 
nicknamed “El Gran Capitan”  . 
Free Lunch and continuation to Seville (1h45m aprox). 
Seville is nowadays the Capital of Andalusia, but in 
back in 1477, the Reales Alcázares housed the 
Monarchs and their second child's birth, prince 
Juan. During their stay in this city, the Spanish 
Inquisition was encouraged. The city was chosen 
for the first auto de fe (February 6, 1481), in which 
six people were burned alive. In 1483 the few 
remaining Jews in the city were expelled and a lot 
of converts, at least 2,000 families, remained in 
Seville. The discovery of the New World in 1492 was 
very significant for the city, which became the 
European port of departure to America. It was a 
cosmopolitan and universal city. El Puerto de 
Indias in Seville became the main port link with 
Latin maintaining an artificial monopoly as an entry 
and exit of the Indies. The Catholic Monarchs 
established the House of Trade of India in 1502, 
where they controlled the wealth that came from 
America and, together with the University of 
Merchants, regulated the mercantile, scientific 
and judicial relations with the New world. The most 
important buildings of the historic center from this 
period: Cathedral (completed in 1506 ); Archivo de 
Indias, Giralda (bell tower and Giraldillo: 1560-
1568) & the Reales Alcázares  .
Dinner and overnight.

Royal Alcazar Palace, Seville
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DAY 7, Seville – Huelva – Seville 
Breakfast and half day tour to La Rabida (Huelva) and 
Columbus Places (1h15m aprox). We will leave this day 
for experiencing and discovering the place that set 
departure for the New World. 
La Rábida Monastery, Huelva, 1485, Columbus 
arrived from Portugal, looking for some hospitality. 
Not only did he found that, but brother Juan Pérez 
and brother Antonio de Marchena also helped him to 
connect with the Catholic Monarchs in order to 
obtain the financial support for his trips. The 
Columbine Places - declared Historical - Artistic 
interest in 1967- are those places that played a 
crucial role in Christopher Columbus' Discovering of 
America  .
Moguer and Palos de la Frontera, together with La 
Rábida and Santa Clara Monasteries are a must for 
everyone interested in one of the most important 
moments in history. We will start through The Caravels 
Dock, where we can see life-size replicas of the three 
caravels which Columbus took with him on his voyage 
towards the setting sun. The tour continues with an 
exhibition about the 15th Century in Spain. Period 
documents, navigation instruments, articles made of 
pottery and wood, weaponry, engravings, costumes ... 
all serve to give the visitor the genuine feel of that great 
époque. A detailed historical reconstruction of the 
society, surroundings and circumstances that led up to 
Christopher Columbus' voyage forms the star 
attraction of this complex. An audio-visual hall seating 
120 puts on an excellent show which recreates with 
great realism the three ships' voyage to America. We 
will continue towards La Rabida Monastery, a 
Franciscan Monastery that witnessed one of the most 
decisive events in the history of mankind. Between the 
walls of this primitive hermitage, the image of Santa 
Maria de la Rabida, Our Lady of Miracles, there is a 
beautiful image of the Virgin which is kept at the same 
time Columbus prayed before starting his personal 
crusade. Free lunch and return to Seville. 
Dinner and Overnight.

DAY 8, Seville – Ronda – Malaga
Breakfast at hotel. Departure to the southern place of 
Ronda, located in Malaga (2h00m aprox from Seville). 
We will start by discovering the last process in the 
“Reconquest of Granada”. In 1485, Ferdinand armies 
threatened to enter to Malaga, the  biggest

and most important port in the Nasrid Kingdom of 
Granada, ruled by the Emir Muley Hacen's brother, 
El Zagal. The catholic armies managed to avoid the 
Grenadian reinforcements to reach Ronda, which 
was besieged for two weeks and divided into five 
parts. The strategy of this artillery achieved the 
Muslim surrender. After the fall of Ronda, Christian 
campaign focused on the Algarve Malaga, where 
towns like Marbella, Fuengirola or Carcama also 
fell down. The victory of Ronda had first echo in 
Europe, where there was a real possibility that 
Muslims were expelled from the last kingdom in 
Western Europe, right in the middle attack of the 
Turks in the Mediterranean Ferdinand lost no 
opportunity to emphasize this fact in a message 
referring to the Pope in 1485: "Let your holiness 
know what in Spain we spend time and money in". 
In Ronda we will start our visit with the Bullfighting 
Arena, the 3rd oldest in Spain, dated 1785; the 
bullfighting museum and the New Brigde, a symbol of 
the city, also from the eighteen century. We will walk 
though the alleys up to Casa Don Bosco (typical 
house from Ronda with a fantastic patio and beautiful 
gardens, the only place where we can see the bridge 
over the Tagus River just in front). After that, we will 
visit the church of Santa María de la Encarnacion, the 
old Cathedral, and the Magnificent Mondragon 
Palace, where the Catholic Monarchs slept when they 
conquered the city. 
Free lunch and continuation to Malaga (2h00m aprox 
by the coastal road, passing by Marbella, Fuengirola 
and Torremolinos). Dinner and overnight. 

DAY 9, Malaga –  Loja – Santa Fe
Breakfast at hotel. 
From Málaga, we will start our day by visiting the last 
part in the chain of events of Reconquest that the 
Catholic Monarchs designed to drive the Muslims in 
the Iberian Peninsula since its invasion in 711. 
Moreover, Malaga's importance was more than a 
key thanks to its  geopolit ical heft  in  the 
Mediterranean. In 1487, Ferdinand started the 
decisive campaign of Malaga reconquest by 
attacking Velez – Málaga. El Zagal sent some extra 
army forces to the place in order to save the town, 
but he is finally defeated by the Christian 
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reinforcements. Finally, the Mayor of Malaga offers a 
peaceful surrender, but the North African stationed 
in Gibralfaro's Castle achieve to rule the city. After 
several months of siege and lack of food, local 
population surrenders. Chroniclers were specially 
impacted by an event that took place during this 
process. A Muslim from Malaga, simulating he was a 
negotiator, entered to the Christian camp ready to 
kill the Monarchs. After escaping from the guards' 
vigilance, he got into one of the stores thinking it was 
the Queen's one. Actually, it was Beatriz de 
Bobadilla's store, the main Queen's lady confidence, 
who was injured after being attacked with a knife. 
The incident provoked a strong impact on the 
monarchs, which led them to impose harsh 
conditions on the city's surrender  .
We will tour Malaga, starting by its Cathedral, the old 
Church of La Encarnacion, built and raised over the 
Aljama Mosque following Ferdinand's instructions. We 
will continue by the apparently unassailable Gibralfaro 
Castle and the Alcazaba of Malaga and we will depart 
towards Antequera & Loja. 
Antequera, taken by the Christians almost 100 years 
before and Loja, whose siege took place one year 
before Malaga's one. In 1486, Isabella first stepped 
on a battlefield and kept doing it until the surrender 
of Granada. She had created the field hospital to 
treat the wounded in the rear, which later gave rise to 
the Hospital of the Queen of Granada (in the near 
town of Alhama). 
Stop in Loja for free lunch and continuation to the 
penultimate stop of our tour: the town of Santa Fe, 
created by the Monarchs. 
In 1491, Isabella & Ferdinand summoned the Nobles 
in order to design the last offensive attack. They set 
up a new city located 13km from Granada, first as a 
camp site (Santa Fe). Then, in order to show the 
Grenadians that the Monarchs were going to resist 
and stay, they built it in stone, during barely 80 days. 
On 25th of November 1491, Sultan Boabdil (Muley 
Hacen's son) signs a secret surrender agreement (las 
“Capitulaciones de Santa Fe”) with several 
conditions such as: Muslims must by judged by their 
law, Muslims will be allowed to keep on practicing 
their religion and Mosques will remain under 
Alfaquíes control (Muslim doctors and wises), 
Muslims are not obliged to wear or show a distinctive

signal (unlike the Jews); Muslims can sell or rent 
their properties, if they want, and departure to North 
Africa. In fact, after the fall of Granada, Boabdil firstly 
took cover in Las Alpujarras mountain region; then 
he left the Iberian Peninsule and stayed in the 
southern continent. In Santa Fe, not only Boabdil 
surrender was signed, but also Christopher 
Columbus financial conditions that would finally 
lead to the New World discovery. 
Dinner and overnight before our own Granada's 
Conquest.

DAY 10, Santa Fe – Granada
Breakfast at hotel and departure to Granada. 
Granada became the symbol of the Queen's reign (in 
fact she added the symbol of a Granada fruit to her 
escudo), so the place that she (and her offspring) 
Christianized but keeping its greatness and beauty. 
We will start our tour by the wonderful and stunning 
Alhambra Palaces & Gardens, as well as Palace of 
Charles V (the monarchs' grandson). He fell in love 
with the city during his honeymoon and, as a tribute 
to it, ordered to build this Renaissance Palace inside 
the Alhambra's monumental complex. We will also 
be able to see the current Parador (National Hotel's 
Net), which was an old Moorish Palace that the 
Queen converted into a Franciscan Monastery after 
war, and the place where she firstly was buried. 

Santa Fe, Granada
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We will continue to the near hill and neighborhood of 
Albaycin, the best preserved medieval heritage of 
Muslim Granada, (as it stands high, Christianization 
was slower). On the way, we will stop at the Hospital 
Real (the Royal Hospital), raised by the Queen's 
desire outside the walls in order to take care of the 
injured. Unfortunately she died before the works 
started and it was also her grandson Charles who 
concluded it. Once in the Albaycin, we will visit the 
Convent of Santa Isabel La Real, the old Moorish 
Palace that became refuge for the Nasrid queen 
Aixa, when she had been displaced from the 
Alhambra by the new Sultan's favorite: Zorayda.
Free lunch and continuation of our tour along the city 
centre and the Christian Granada. We will start our 
tour with “Isabel La Católica” square, in which one big 
statue of the Queen and Columbus presides the link 
of the most important streets in the city: “Reyes 
Católicos” Avenue & Gran Vía. We will continue, just 
few steps from there, through the Cathedral, the 
“Madraza” (first University founded by the Emir Yusuf I 
in XIV century, then converted to the first Town Hall by 
Isabella); and finally the Royal Chapel. Isabella wants 
to be buried in Granada and commanded to build an 
austere chapel adjoining the Cathedral, but dies 
before it is finished. His grandson, Carlos, 
contradicts their desires and raises the biggest 
mortuary chapel of Spain. In addition to Isabella, 
who died in 1504, her husband Ferdinand was 
buried in this chapel, as well as their daughter 
Juana (the “Crazy”) and her husband Philip (“the 
Handsome”), Charles parents. Isabella is considered 
the first great art collector, and we will be able to visit 
the annex royal museum, one of the most important 
collections of Flemish painting. 
Farewell dinner at a traditional Restaurant from 1930, 
“Reyes Católicos Menú”.

DAY 11, Departure
Breakfast at hotel. At the scheduled timing, transfer to 
Granada or Malaga airport and end of our services

Testament Palace, Medina del Campo

Alcazar, Segovia

The Catholic Monarchs
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