
 7 days / 6 nights (AGP-AGP)RECOMMENDED DURATION

NAME//REFERENCE

HIGHLIGHTS

ACCOMMODATION

SUGGESTED HOTELS

OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES

REMARKS

WITHIN THE HEART OF AL-ANDALUS //Ref. TOUR-ALANDALUSHRT6N

- Ronda's fabulous Hammam.
- The Great Mosque Splendor in Caliphate times.
- The Court city and Caliph's palace of Medinat al-Zahra.
- Seville's jewels: Alkasar, Giralda and Tower of Gold. 
- The impressive Alhambra Palace and Generalife Gardens, the last reduct of Nasrid 
   Dynasty and Islamic Spain.
- Las Alpujarras and Coast Defence Castles. 

1n La Linea + 1n Cordoba + 1n Seville + 2n Granada + 1n Malaga / Costa del Sol

Gibraltar tour, Flamenco show, Farewell dinner, Halal food, Geometry & Arab writing 
workshop

Roundtrips & Special Interest Tours

Spain Leisure & Culture Incoming DMC

License number CIAN: 184071-3

Contact us:

+34 958 97 11 22 
incoming@slc-incoming.com 

C/ Tórtola, nº 20, 3ºG, 18014 Granada, Spain 

According to requested category.

This tour is aimed not only to Muslim travelers but also to every single person that 
wants to discover this fabulous and decisive period for Spanish, European and World 
History.

Alhambra, Granada

Great Mosque, Cordoba

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alc%C3%A1zar_of_Seville
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Royal Alcazar Palace, Seville

Ronda, Málaga
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There was a time when the Iberian peninsula formed part 

of Islam. This was the period of Al-Andalus: eight centuries 
of coexistence and struggle between two cultures -Muslim 
and Christian- which represented an absolutely unique 
phenomenon in mediaeval Europe. Since the legendary 
entry of Tariq Ibn Sayeed, in 711 E.C., traces of Arab origin 
had integrated into the peninsular population. In 750 E.C., 
these Arabian traces would be reinforced by the arrival of 
Abdul Rahaman Ibn Quraish, the last member of the Syrian 
Ummayad Dynasty in Spain and the first ruler to unite the 
peninsula under Muslim rule. By 900-950 E.C., Islam spread 
throughout the Iberian Peninsula. In about 250 years, over 
75% of the population converted to the Islam. Under the 
Ummayad Dynasty of Al-Andalus (750-1029 E.C.), the 
growing Muslim population would co-exist with the area's 
Jewish and Christian faiths. The period of Muslim 
presence continued until their expulsion, and left a 
profound imprint all over the peninsula. But it was in 
Andalusia where Islam gave its greatest fruits, and these 
can still be seen in the layout and appearance of many of 
our towns and cities, and in constructions and buildings 
which have in some cases received the distinction of being 
named a part of our World Heritage for their outstanding 
beauty and emblematic value. The culture of Al-Andalus 
was deeply urban; Andalusia had over 60 major cities, 
whereas Christian Spain boasted no more than seven. The 
Islamic city normally includes series of fixed elements. The 
wall with its towers and doors where arise the imposing 
bulk of the fortress (alcazaba) and palace (alcázar). Inside 
the walls was the town itself, bustling and compact, the 
place for the congregational mosques, markets, granaries, 
silk exchanges, and public baths. The most important cities 
had neighbourhoods extending beyond the walls. There 
were numerous different quarters inside the cities, often 
inhabited by the members of minority religions, primarily 
the Christians known as Mozarabs, and the Jews. The 
streets were narrow and winding, with large sections of 
solid walls and a multitude of little alleys and walkways 
whose doors were closed at night but which by day gave 
access to the interior of the blocks which housed the 
dwellings, which jealously guarded the privacy of the 
family.

Salobreña Castle, Granada

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alc%C3%A1zar_of_Seville
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DAY 1, Arrival, Malaga – Gibraltar – La Linea
Arrival to Málaga airport and meeting with our local 
tourleader and driver. Bus transfer to Algeciras in order 
to see the Rock of Gibraltar, symbol of the Muslim cross 
over to Europe and the beginning of Al-Andalus. 
(Optional: Gibraltar guided tour, if flight arrival time 
lets us include it) . Transfer to La Linea de la 
Concepcion, located in the UK/Spain border. Dinner 
and overnight.

DAY 2, La Línea – Ronda - Cordoba
Breakfast at hotel. 
We will get an early start and our tour head in the same 
direction as the first Muslim allies, we will travel to 
Cordoba. On our way we will visit the city of  Ronda
(1h45m aprox), within the Mountains of North Málaga 
where we will have the chance to pick up from all the 
different historical periods of the Iberian Peninsula, 
especially on the periods of al-Andalus, Islamic Spain. 
Our tour will take us through the , its old medina
alleyways and walls of this spectacular town, visiting 
different palaces and expositions, including the famous 
Hammam of Ronda secret tunnels and  in the city. 
Transfer to  (2h15m aprox). We will reach Cordoba
Cordoba by the evening and after a brief presentation of 
the city and hotel check in, we will walk around the 
Mosque-Cathedral at night. During the second half of 
the eighth century, there was a serious split in the 
Muslim empire. There was a dynastic break that ended 
with the Umayyad, who ruled Damascus. An Umayyad 
prince that left Damascus, Abderrahman I, penetrate 
into al- Andalus forming a new state from Córdoba: the 
emirate, becoming independent of Baghdad politics. 
Eight emirs governed from 756 to 929 in a brilliant time 
(culturally speaking) - although darkened with diverse 
surveys of muladíes and mozárabes. Abderrahman III 
decided to establish a caliphate, declaring himself as 
“al- Muminin Emir” (prince of believers), which gave him 
further than earthly power, but spiritual power of the 
umma (community of believers). This caliph, and his 
successor al-Hakam II, knew how to promote ethno-
cultural integration between Berbers, Arabs, Hispanics 
and Jews. Both appeased the people, made a pact 

with the Christians and built and expanded numerous 
buildings - some as remarkable as the Mosque of 
Cordoba. They had trading contacts with Baghdad, 
France, Tunisia, Morocco , Byzantium, Italy, and even 
Germany. 
Dinner at hotel and overnight.

DAY 3, Cordoba – Seville
Breakfast at hotel. 
During this morning, we will be accompanied by an 
expert local guide along the medina of Cordoba, 
including one of the two main highlights of this special 
interest roundtrip: . We Cordoba Mosque-Cathedral  
will also tour the ; the Jewish Alkasr Royal Palaces
quarter, old city walls; Live ; Museum of al-Andalus
Andalusi courtyard home and other streets and 
alleys in the historical medina of Cordoba. Continuing 
our visit along the city we will take a break for lunch in 
the medina.  We will depart Cordoba through 
Medinat al-Zahra, court city and Caliph's palace ruins, 
where we can also  visit the museum and expositions. 
Medina Azahara, the magnificent and mysterious city 
that Abd -al building at the foot of Sierra Morena, eight 
kilometers from Cordoba city, contains, even in its 
name, legendary stories that Rahman III. Popular 
tradition says that Abd al-Rahman auto-proclaimed 
caliph III in 929 AD, and after eight years of reign, 
decided to build a palatial city in honor of his favorite 
concubine, Azahara. However, recent studies provide 
strong evidence in another direction, according to 
that, the cause that prompted the caliph to found 
Medina Azahara was a new image of the newly 
created Independent Western Caliphate, strong and 
powerful, one of the largest medieval kingdoms of 
Europe. Madinat al-Zahra was intended to be the 
capital of a new province of the Caliphate of Cordoba; 
ultimately, however, the sacking of the palace-city 
led it to be remembered as Old Cordoba. The Caliph 
Abd al-Rahman III was a great promoter of culture and 
a skilful politician who transformed his dominions into 
the most prosperous lands in the West at the time, 
comparable only with Baghdad and Byzantium. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alc%C3%A1zar_of_Seville
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Built between 936&940, the city included ceremonial 
reception halls, mosques, administrative and 
government offices, gardens, a mint, workshops, 
barracks, residences, and baths. Water was supplied 
through aqueducts. 
Departure to Seville (1h45m aprox), dinner and 
overnight.

DAY 4, Seville – Granada
Breakfast at hotel. 
Seville is located on the Guadalquivir River, 97 
kilometers from the Atlantic coast of Cádiz. Known as 
Ishbiliya in Arabic, it was the second city after Cordoba 
in size and importance during the Islamic period. The 
Islamic Seville was a centre of trade, both domestic 
and international, thanks to olive oil, which was 
developed in the nearby region of Aljarafe. We will visit 
the historical centre of Seville, including the Alkasr 
Royal Palaces and gardens, the cathedral of Seville 
and the remains of the Almohad courtyard and 
minaret, the , , and modern Giralda Torre del Oro
Jewish quarters. The Alcazar no Seville is a royal 
palace originally built as a Moorish fort. No other 
Muslim building in Spain has been so well preserved. 
Once inhabilited by the Abbatid, Almoravid, and 
Almohad kings, its embatted enclosure became the 
dweling of Ferdinand I, and was rebuilt by Peter os 
Castille (1353-64), who employed Granadans and 
Muslim subjects of his own (mudejares) as its architest. 
From the late 11th century to the mid 12th century. Taifa 
Kingdoms were united under the Almoravids empire, 
in 1149 the town was taken by the Almohads (of North 
African origin). These were boom times economically 
and culurally for Ishbilya; great architectural works 
were built, among them; the minaret of the great 
mosque, called Giralda (1184-1198), the Almohad 
Palace, Al-Muwarak, on the present site of the 
Alcázar; and the pontoon-bridge conecting Triana on 
the opposite bank of the  to Seville. The Guadalquivir
“Torre del Oro”, (Tower of Gorl) is a 12-sided military 
watchtower built during the time of the Al of the 
Guadalquivir, was built around 1200 by order  of the 
Muslim

Governor Abu Elda, who ordered a great iron chaun to 
be drawn across the river, with two military 
watchtowers built on opposite sides. These served as 
anchor points to control access to Seville via the 
watwerway. The surviving tower was given the name 
“ ”, supposedly because it was decorated Torre de Oro
with golden tiles. During the Nuslim rule it was used as 
a prison nad as shelter during floods, among other 
purposes.
Free lunch and time. Departure to Granada (2h45m 
aprox). Dinner and overnight.

DAY 5, Granada
Breakfast at hotel. 
During this morning, we will be have the great 
opportunity of visiting the second main highlight of this 
roundtrip: , including the The Alhambra palatial town
Nashrid Palaces, Alkasaba fortress,  Generalife
summer palace, gardens and the old medina of the 
Alhambra (“the red one”). It was originally constructed 
as a small fortress in 889 and then largely ignored until 
its ruins were renovated and rebuilt in the mid-11th 
century by the emir 
Mohammed ben Al-Ahmar of the Emirate of , Granada
who built its current palace in 1333 by Yusuf I, Sultan of 
Granada. Alhambra´s Islamic palaces, as we know 
them today, were built for the last Muslim emirs in 
Spain and the court of the Nasrid dynasty. Afterbthe 
conquest of Granada by the “Reyes Católicos” 
(Catholic Monarchs) in 1492, some portions were used 
by Christian rulers. The Palace of Charles V, built by the 
Holy Roman Emperor in 1527, was inserted in the 
Alhambra within the Nasrid fortifications. After being 
allowed to fall into disrepair for centuries, when the 
buildings were occupied by squatters, Alhambra was 
rediscovered in the 19th century by European scholars 
and trevelers, when restorations started. It is now one 
of Spain´s major tourist attractions, exhibiting the 
country´s most significant and well know Islamic 
architecture, together with 16th-century and later 
Christian and garden interventions. Alhambra is a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site and the inspiration for 
many songs and stories.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alc%C3%A1zar_of_Seville
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Muslim poets described it as "a pearl set in emeralds," 
an allusion to the colour of its buildings and the woods 
around them. Despite long neglect, wilful vandalism, 
and some ill-judged restoration, Alhambra endures as 
an atypical example of Muslim art in its final European 
stages, relatively uninfluenced by the direct Byzantine 
influences found in the . The Mosque of  Cordoba
majority of the Palace buildings are quadrangular in 
plan, with all the rooms opening on to central court, and 
the whole reached its present size simply by the 
gradual addition of new quadrangles, designed on the 
same principle, though other by smaller rooms and 
passages. Alhambra was extended by the different 
Muslim rulers who lived in the complex. However, each 
new section that was added followed the consistent 
theme of “paradise on earth”. Column arcades, 
fountains with running water and reflecting pools were 
used to add to the aesthetic and functional complexity. 
In ever case, the exterior was left plain and austere. Sun 
and wind were freely admitted. Blue, red and golden 
yellow, all somewhat faded trhoug lapse of time and 
exposure, are the colours chiefly employed.
The decoration consists, as a rule, of Arabic inscriptions 
that are manipulated into geometrical patterns 
wrought into arabesques. Painted tiles are largely used 
as panelling for the walls. The Palace complex is 
designed in the style wich is characteristic of Mudéjar 
western elements reinterpreted into Islamic forms and 
widely popular during the socalled Reconquista, the 
“Reconquest” of the Iberian Peninsula from the  
Muslims by the Christian kingdoms.

After our intense half day tour, we will pass on to the 
opposite hill (the Albayzin neighbourhood) in order to 
visit the old medina of Garnata and its main areas, 
divisions, city walls. We will visit the Mosque of the 
Albayzin at the , most famous Mirador de San Nicolás
(and no doubt, most impressive) viewing point to the 
Alhambra and . Granada city

After a break for free lunch, we will walk down to the 
town centre and visit the souq streets (Alcaicería) and 
most important areas of the historical medina within 
the modern city centre. Our last stop will be set at the

recently opened Museum of Andalusia's Memory, 
with 3500 m2, it offers the possibility of following a 
chronologic trail along a global vision of Andalusia's 
history or, in our case, sticking it into the cultural 
richness of our beloved Al-Andalus Era.

DAY 6, Granada – Alpujarras – Costa Tropical – 
Malaga
Breakfast at hotel. 
In the morning, we will leave Granada to the southern 
and rural region of (1h30m aprox up to Las Alpujarras 
Capileira, Bubión, Pampaneira), between the foothills 
of  and the Mediterranean, once of the Sierra Nevada
final places to see Islam in Spain. During our long day 
tour, we will come to know more and witness the 
lifestyle present in Al-Andalus and during the final 
period of Islamic Spain. 

Hamman of Ronda

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alc%C3%A1zar_of_Seville
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reconquista
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Along this route we can find today many remains of 
ancient medieval fortifications (watchtowers, castles, 
forts and towers) and a precious heritage belonging 
to the Muslim era. In addition, Sierra Nevada National 
Park offers high picks such as Mulhacen (highest in 
the Iberian Peninsula) or Veleta. The whole area was 
characterized in the Middle Ages by its relative 
independence and irreducibility against the 
established power, either within al- Andalus or the 
final conflict that pitted Muslims and Christians. This 
caused many revolts and uprisings that ended only 
after the final expulsion of the Muslims. We will 
continue south to the coast (1h15m), viewing or visiting 
the coastal towns of  and Salobreña  Almuñecar,
Málaga, and their coastal castles with defended the 
Al-Andalus coastline. 
There is a tale, often told about Salobreña Defence 
Castle and 15th century Sultan of Granada who, on his 
deathbed and afraid that his son may be cheated out 
of his inheritance by the Sultan's brother Yusuf, sent 
someone to kill Yusuf. Yusuf at 
this time was already imprisoned in Salobreña and 
was a touch smarter than the Sultan estimated. He 
asked to be granted a last favor, to be allowed to finish 
a game of chess he had been playing. He managed to 
stretch the game out for so long that when news 
arrived of the death of the Sultan, the game was still 
under way. Yusuf was proclaimed Sultan instead of 
his nephew. 
We will continue towards the town of Almuñecar. 
Among the narrow winding streets of the old town, 
with its whitewashed houses, you can still breathe the 
essence of Andalusi Almuñécar, whose residents 
witnessed the landing of Abd al- Rahman I, founder of 
the Umayyad Emirate , in 755. We will continue to 
Malaga (1h00m aprox), dinner and Overnight. 
(Optional: Farewell dinner at the Parador of Malaga, 
located in Gibralfaro Castle).

DAY 7. Departure
Breakfast at hotel. At the scheduled timing, transfer to 
airport and end of our services.

Albaycín, Granada

Las Alpujarras, Granada

Medina Azahara, Cordoba

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alc%C3%A1zar_of_Seville

	Página 1
	Página 2
	Página 3
	Página 4
	Página 5
	Página 6

